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2026 ATTENDEE 
HIGHLIGHTS
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Who attends The Convenience U CARWACS Show?

of attendees plan  
to do business with  

participating exhibitors

95%

of attendees plan  
to return to the  
show next year

99%

Registered Attendees

6000+

Chain Retailer/Operator 
& Head Office28%28%

Independent Retailer/
Banner/Operator72%72%

2026 WAS OUR BIGGEST SHOW YET!

increase of  
attendees from  
last 3 shows!

32%

2026 RETAILER2026 RETAILER
PROFILEPROFILE

Distributors2%2%

Retailers/Operators60%60%

Suppliers & Other38%38%
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2026 ATTENDEE2026 ATTENDEE
PROFILEPROFILE



Serving value, driving growth: Winning the foodservice 
opportunity

In this forward-looking session, Jeremy Poty, Regional 
Foodservice Growth Manager, Core-Mark Canada Foodservice, 
shared data-driven insights on the latest foodservice trends and 
opportunities shaping the Canadian and North American market, 

from changing consumer expectations to emerging formats, pricing pressures 
and demand for speed, quality and consistency.

2026 CONFERENCE 
EDUCATION HIGHLIGHTS 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY:

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
Two great days of education covering topics on C-store operations, opportunities/trends in beverage/alcohol, 
technology/AI and a separate education track with education specific to Car Wash Operators. Presenters 
included industry thought leaders from organizations such as Axon, National Energy Equipment Inc., 
Environics Analytics, PepsiCo, Petro-Canada, &BACK COFFEE, Leger, Core-Mark Canada and more!

Keynote — Relentless adaptation: 3 lessons to thrive in our AI 
future in 2026 & beyond

In this keynote presentation, host of The AmberMac Show podcast 
on SiriusXM, Amber Mac, guided attendees through her three-part 
blueprint for not just surviving our fast future but thriving in it.

Pouring profits: NIQ data on  
c-store beverage alcohol sales

In this exclusive, data-rich session, Gabriel Moreau, Vice-
President, Sales, NielsenIQ revealed how beverage alcohol is 
performing in markets across Canada and how it stacks up against 
other top-selling categories.

Closing Keynote — The shopper shift: Insights from the C-store 
IQ National Shopper Study 2026

EnsembleIQ Vice-President, Research Beth Brickel surveyed more 
than 2,000 convenience and fuel shoppers nationwide digging into 
how their daily routines, economic pressures and lifestyle trends 
are reshaping the in-store experience.

Lunch with National Energy Equipment — The Future of Liquid Fuels in 
Canada - Navigating risks and unlocking opportunities in Canada’s Liquid 
Fuel sector

Bob Larocque, President and CEO for the Canadian Fuels Association (CFA) and 
Tiina McCombie, Market Director, Energy Fueling at National Energy Equipment 
explored the current forces shaping the future of Canada’s liquid fuels sector.

Security & Loss Prevention Retailer Panel

Mike Hammoud, Vice-President, Atlantic Canada, Convenience Industry 
Council of Canada, moderated this retailer-driven discussion with David Button, 
President, North Sun Energy; Michael Carroll, director - corporate retail, 
McDougall Energy; Amedeo Catenaro, Senior Director of Franchising, Real 
Estate & Marketing, INS Market; and Jay Meloff, Strategic Enterprise Account 
Executive, Axon.

CONVENIENCE EDUCATION PROGRAM (DAY 1)

Reality check: Economic confidence and convenience retail

In this all-new 2026 briefing, Lisa Covens unveiled timely, fresh-
from-the-field data capturing how consumers are navigating 
economic uncertainty and how those behaviours are reshaping 
the convenience and fuel channel in real time.

CPG & Retailer panel discussion — Snacking & 
Beverage Panel

Kevin Lacey, Senior Vice President, Sales Team 
Leader (CPG & Pharma), Environics Analytics, 
moderated an engaging and informative discussion 
with Ransom Hawley, Founder & CEO, Caddle; 
Alexandre Roberge-Marin, Customer Team 
Lead Circle K Canada - Beverages and Foods, 
PepsiCo; Luisa Wright, National Category Manager 
Foodservice & Dispensed Beverages, Petro-Canada, 
a Suncor business

Social Impact Panel — Values that drive value: How 
social impact efforts are shaping core business 
strategy 

Leila Fenc, executive director of the Petro-Canada 
CareMakers Foundation, moderated this engaging 
discussion with senior leaders from across the 
industry, who shared practical insights on embedding 
social impact into core business strategy, from 
community engagement and sustainability to 
employee pride, culture and retention. Panelists: 
Roxanne Joyal, Founder & CEO, &BACK COFFEE; 

Kathy Murphy, VP of Public Affairs, Coke Canada Bottling; Rick Rabba, 
President, Rabba Fine Foods.

Retail EV(olution): Preparing your c-gas site for the 
future of charging

César Nivar, a leading expert in helping organizations 
strengthen their networks, elevate performance, 
and prepare for the future of energy and mobility, 
kicked off the discussion on clear, experience-based 
insights and actionable guidance to plan intelligently, 
invest wisely and position your business for the 
next era of mobility with James Jennings, Master 
Electrician/Operator, Elite Energy; Mike MacKay, EV 
Charging Specialist with National Energy Equipment; 

and Scott Negley, Senior Director, Product Management, Wayne Fueling 
Systems and Dover Fueling Solutions.

Keynote — The On-The-Go Revolution: Navigating Snack 
and Beverage Occasions in a GLP-1 Era

Kevin Lacey and industry experts unpacked on-the-go 
revolution’s opportunities.

CONVENIENCE EDUCATION PROGRAM (DAY 2)
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Protecting people: Safer stores, stronger businesses

Jay Meloff, Strategic Enterprise Account Executive, Axon. In this 
essential session, Meloff, who specializes in helping security and 
safety leaders do more with less to protect their people, places 
and assets, took a big-picture look at the evolving safety and 
security landscape in convenience retail—what’s changing, why it’s 
happening and what operators can do about it.

Fireside: Championing convenience 

A conversation with Jeff Brownlee, VP of Communications & 
Stakeholder Relations, Convenience Industry Council of Canada on 
the big issues and opportunities defining the channel in 2026.



2026 EXHIBITOR
HIGHLIGHTS

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
The Convenience U CARWACS Show brings together all areas of the convenience, 
forecourt, and car wash industry. Thousands of retailers and operators gather every year 
to find the latest in products and services to bring to the Canadian market.

“The Carwacs U show was an  
incredible experience, such a strong 

networking opportunity that generated  
a number of valuable business  
and brand leads. Great people,  

great conversations, and an overall  
really fun and productive two days.”

Borjana Bejatovic, TC Nutrition

“Convenience U 2026 was a standout! 
Lots of new and familiar faces and  
not to mention a great new venue!”

Josh Lively, Petro Service Limited

“I have every intention of returning next year 
and will request a larger space with better 

exposure and knock the ball out of the ballpark 
a second time ... I just need to catch my breath 

first as I had to quote two conveyors already 
today for people we met at the show”

Jyrki Koro, Truck Wash Solutions

“This year was great! It’s really growing;  
more retailers and more store owners  
are going. I noticed a lot of new people  
(for us to potentially do business with)  

at this year’s show”

Steve Horvath, Sales Rep, 10k Distribution

Click the website link to view the 2026 EXHIBITORS: ConvenienceU.ca/2026/2026exhibitors
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“We’ve attended the CARWACS show 
for the past two years, and it has been 
an excellent opportunity for our brand. 

The event provides great visibility, 
allows us to connect with both existing 

and potential new customers, and 
gives us the chance to showcase our 

latest innovations each year.”

Chantal Forgeard,  
Happy Dad Canada

https://www.convenienceu.ca/2026/2026exhibitors


2026 Sponsors2026 Supporting Participants

2026 FLICC Awards Sponsors2026 Industry Dinner Sponsors

2026 
HIGHLIGHTS

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

2026 Industry Partners

2026 Event Sponsors
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BAG SPONSOR LANYARD SPONSOR BADGE SPONSOR

BRONZESILVER SILVER



2026 
HIGHLIGHTS

BROUGHT TO YOU BY
The Convenience U CARWACS Show captivated attendees with a variety of returning 
and new features and activations: Beverage Alcohol Alley, Grab and Go Hub,  
Industry Dinner and Future Leaders in Convenience + Car Wash Awards Ceremony.

BEVERAGE ALCOHOL ALLEY

GRAB & GO HUB

INDUSTRY DINNER

FUTURE LEADERS IN CONVENIENCE & CAR WASH AWARDS CEREMONY
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THE MOMENTUM  
CONTINUES FOR 2027

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

SPONSORSHIP INQUIRIES CONVENIENCE U CARWACS

SANDRA PARENTE
sparente@ensembleiq.com  •  Cell: 416-271-4706

EXHIBITING INQUIRIES (CONVENIENCE & CAR WASH)

JULIA SOKOLOVA
jsokolova@ensembleiq.com  •  Cell: 647-407-8236

EXHIBITING INQUIRIES (CONVENIENCE)

ROBERTA THOMSON
rthomson@ensembleiq.com  •  Cell: 416-843-5534

Interested in speaking  
at The Convenience U  

CARWACS Show in 2027? 

Reach out to Michelle Warren,  
Editor & Associate Publisher,  

Convenience Store News Canada at
mwarren@ensembleiq.com

ConvenienceU.ca  •  CARWACS.com  Convenience Store       @ConvenienceU       The Convenience U CARWACS Show

After a sold-out show in 2025, we expanded and moved to the Toronto 
Congress Centre for 2026! We are pleased to announce we will be 
RETURNING TO THE TORONTO CONGRESS CENTRE FOR 2027.

Convenience U CARWACS
March 9-10, 2027

Toronto Congress Centre, South Building
 Exhibit Halls A,B,C

DRIVE-IN
DOOR

DRIVE-IN
DOOR

CORRIDOR

KI
TC

H
EN

SE
R

VE
R

Y 
2

TH
E

C
O

U
R

TY
AR

DSTORAGE

BA
N

Q
U

ET
O

FF
IC

E

/ EXIT FIRE
DOOR

FIRE
DOOR

PARTITION STORAGE

ENTRANCE
/ EXIT

ENTRANCE
/ EXIT

EN
TR

AN
C

E 
/  

EX
IT

H
AL

L 
A,

B,
C

D
R

IV
E-

IN
D

O
O

R
EX

IT
EX

IT

EL
EC

.

��
��

ON 
HOLD

� � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

��
�� � � � � � � � � � � � �

15
'-6

"W
 x

 1
3'

-9
" 

H

100 101

104

105

106

107

108

109

110

111

112

113

114

115

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

124

125

126

127

128

129

130

131

132

133

134

135

137

139
140

141
142

143
144

147

200 201

204 205

206 207

208 209

210 211

212 213

214 215

216 217

218 219

220 221

224 225

226 227

228 229

230 231

232 233

234 235

236 237

238 239

240 241

242 243

246

300 301

304 305

306 307

308 309

310 311

312 313

314 315

316 317

318 319

320 321

324 325

326 327

328 329

330 331

332 333

334 335

336 337

338 339

340 341

342

346 347

404 405

406 407

408 409

410 411

412 413

414 415

416 417

418 419

420 421

424 425

426 427

428 429

430 431

432 433

434 435

436 437

438 439

440 441

445 446 447

500 501

504 505

506 507

508 509

510 511

512 513

514 515

516 517

518 519

520 521

524 525

526 527

528 529

530 531

532 533

534 535

536 537

538 539

540 541

545 546 547

600 601602

604 605

606 607

608 609

610 611

612 613

614 615

616 617

618 619

620 621

624 625

626 627

628 629

630 631

632 633

634 635

636 637

638 639

640 641

646 647

700

704 705

706 707

708 709

710 711

712 713

714 715

716 717

718 719

720 721

724 725

726 727

728 729

730 731

732 733

734 735

736 737

738 739

740 741

745 746 747

801

804 805

806 807

808 809

810 811

812 813

814 815

816 817

818 819

820 821

824 825

826 827

828 829

830 831

832 833

834 835

836 837

838 839

840 841

847

900 901

904 905

906 907

908 909

910 911

912 913

914 915

916 917

918 919

920 921

924 925

926 927

928 929

930 931

932 933

934 935

936 937

938 939

940 941

945 946 947

1000

1004 1005

1006 1007

1008 1009

1010 1011

1012 1013

1014 1015

1016 1017

1018 1019

1020 1021

1024 1025

1026 1027

1028 1029

1030 1031

1032 1033

1034 1035

1036 1037

1038 1039

1040 1041

1045 1046 1047

10' 10' 11'-6" 9'

9'-6"

10'

9'-6"

10'

10'

10'

11'-6"

11'-6"

11'-6"

28'-6"

9'

8'-6"

9'

9'-6" 12'

10'

10'

9'-6"

ENTRANCE

Inventory as of 05/25/2025

Dimension
10'x10'
 
 

Size
100

 
Totals:

Qty
538

 
538

SqFt
53,800

 
53,800

COPYRIGHT © 2010 Global Experience Specialists.

All Rights Reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in
any retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means - electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise - without the express
written consent of Global Experience Specialists

Every effort has been made to insure the accuracy of all information
contained on this floor plan. However, no warranties, either expressed or
implied, are made with respect to this floor plan. If the location of building
columns, utilities, or other architectural components of the facility is a
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responsibility of the exhibitor to physically inspect the facility to verify all
dimensions and locations.
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